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Academic genealogy of “the Third Space’:
Theoretical interface of Soja, Bhabha and Jameson

YUAN Yuan
(School of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: Since the 1980s, the concept “Third Space” has been used in the studies of many academic fields, such as
postmodern geography, postcolonial culture, literary study, translation and even library management. The present essay
intends to probe into the academic genealogy of “the Third Space”, analyzing the theoretical background, propositional
intention and academic practice of it by citing the two theoreticians Edward Soja and Homi Bhabha who both propose
the same term in their respective theories. It also intends to disclose their relevancy to Fredric Jameson’s postmodern
theory and the conceptual difference between “the Third Space” and “the Third Place”, in the hope of contributing to
the construction of its academic history.

Key Words: The Third Space; City; Edward Soja; Homi Bhabha; Fredric Jameson
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