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On parody of war in Paradise Lost
WU Lingying, YI Ming
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Describing war has been an important epic tradition since Homer, which Milton abides by in Paradise Lost
by setting “the War of Heaven” in the middle of the epic, by beginning the epic with the catalogue of Satan and his
warriors as well as their weapons, and especially by designing three representative battles occurring respectively in Hell,
Eden and the Paradise. However, Milton endows unparalleled physical power, military force and warlike spirit to Evil
Satan and his army, and designates the battles as parody of war. This does not mean that Milton is not good at
describing traditional battles, but discloses that he rewrites the epic theme from the traditional one of war to that of
Man's Fall and Regeneration, which constitutes his initial attempt to innovate the epic tradition.

Key Words: Paradise Lost; war; parody
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