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Wang Ting-xiang's concept of Dao Zhen and
thetransformation of the tradition of Taoist theory of Confucianism

HU Dongcai
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Wang Ting-xiang's concept of Dao Zhen, rich in Taoist thoughts, embodies not only Wang's understanding
of Confucianism and the character of his doctrines, but also his ideological tension between seeking Tao and seeking
Truth. His theory of Dao Zhen reflects that his understanding of Confucianism shows both modern appeals of
independence, discrimination and truth-seeking, and characters of openness, criticism, statecraft of Dao in
Confucianism. These characters, to a certain extent, criticized ZhuXi's Taoist orthodoxy, and, theoretically, became the
trend of the anti-Neo-Confucian at the turn of Ming and Qing as well as the leading edge of thought of new theory of
Tao in the mid-Qing Dynasty. Hence, the concept promoted the transformation of the tradition of Taoist theory of
Confucianism from seeking Tao to seeking truth.

Key Words: Wang Ting-xiang; DaoZhen; the Confucian Orthodoxy; view of truth; the theory of Qi
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Digestion or reconstruction: On the evolution of
the fate of metaphysicsin modern Chinese philosophy

HAN Likun
(School of Marxism, Shenyang University, Shenyang 110044, China)

Abstract: The modern transformation of Chinese philosophy, which is manifested as the reconstruction of metaphysics,
has been confirmed in “the philosophy history of writing”. The theoretical premise of the reconstruction is the
legitimacy of metaphysics in Chinese philosophy. Objectively, a series of discussions about this issue constitute the
metaphysics trend of thought in modern philosophy. In the face of rejection, the metaphysics in Chinese philosophy has
not been digested or degraded, but instead, it has become the main content of “the philosophy history of writing” as the
conceptual premise of the transformation of Chinese philosophy, and has effectually promoted the study of the history
of Chinese philosophy. Therefore, it is vital to sort out the complicated destiny of metaphysics in the history of modern
philosophy, to grasp exactly the modern evolution of metaphysical ideas, and to reveal the great significance of the
reconstruction of modern metaphysics, so as to correctly examine the development trend of Chinese philosophy history

and its modern development.

Key Words: metaphysics; science; ontology; value history
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