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Focusing on “event”: Zhang Xuecheng's method of
integrating literature and historiography

LIN Feng
(Chinese Department, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The “event” occupies an important position in Zhang Xuecheng’s discourse system. By considering history
books as narrative of past events, and by regarding ancient style prose as classical ancient style prose, Zhang Xuecheng
finally unified the ancient style prose and the history book at the level of “Narrative Writing,” hence integrating
literature and history. In this process, the statecraft of the combinations of the historiography and the ancient style prose
of the Eastern Chekiang School exerted a direct influence on Zhang Xuecheng. The backgrounds, including the basic
orientation of “event” of Chinese Historiography and the rising trend of the status Narrative Writing in Ming and Qing
Dynasties’ theory of ancient style prose support his construction of such model.

Key Words: the literature and the historiography; event; the Eastern Chekiang School; Zhang Xuecheng
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