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On thefrontier integration in the process of
constructing China as a nation-state

SUN Baoquan
(School of Public Administration, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: The traditional territory pattern is heterogeneous in China. From the binary perspective of “core-periphery”,
the traditional frontier form is fragmented. In the process of constructing a nation-state in the modern times, the core
issue of frontier administration is to transform the fragmented frontier into integral frontier according to the requirement
of nation-state integration. This kind of frontier integration project starts from the late Qing Dynasty, and it is promoted
in the Republic of China. Among them, the construction of sovereignty system leads to the territorial form of the
frontier; Chinese nation building to promote the integration of frontier entitlement; and the local institutional system
reform to promote the homogenization of the frontier politics. The founding of new China marks the overall completion
of the nation-state construction. With the establishment of frontier territorial attribute, the unified political system, and
the complete transformation of social culture, the integrated form of frontier is basically formed.

Key Words: nation-sate; frontier governance; frontier integration; sovereignty; Chinese nation
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