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Rational construction: Ushinski’s public education thoughts
CAO Wenming
(Institute of World Medieval History, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Public education is Ushinski’s way-out based on Russian social reality. There are three major thoughts of
Ushinski’s public education. First, humanism is the basis, democracy the support, and meeting the educational needs of
the individual mind the original force. Second, the rationality of world education development is the standard, and
citizens and social factors function as the logical reference so as to promote the democracy and to take the social turn in
education. Third, the system of civil education should be established to perfect and ensure the social function of
education, which is to provide people with complete and continuous education. Meanwhile, public education offers
identification for the subject Self, insisting on the internal and external Russian national historical and cultural bearers
as the driving force for education, upholding the national inner matrix, and paying special attention to the empirical
value of the historical process.

Key Words: Ushinkiy; public education thought; educational needs; the system of civil education
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