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The origin of the pragmatic function and component
of the word “zhi()” in passive sentence “jian(.) V zhi(Z2)”

WANG Juan
(Institute of Humanities, Taiyuan Normal University, Taiyuan 030012, China)

Abstract: Although the pronoun object word “zhi(:2)” in passive sentence “jian(l.) V zhi(Z)” shows the
characteristics of redundancy in both syntactic structure and semantic relation, the word has the function of
double-reference to emphasize the patient subject in pragmatics. The use of the word not only makes up the defect of its
indeterminacy existing in “agent-patient” relations, but also satisfies the needs of regulating the sentences and balancing
the syntactic structures. The unmarked passive form in ancient Chinese accusative subject sentences, the pronoun word
“zhi(2)” behind the verb has the characteristics of redundancy and the pragmatic function of double-reference to
emphasize the object. And this can be found earlier than “jian(J) V zhi(Z)” passive sentences. In this sense, we can
know the origin of the passive sentence “jian( ) V zhi(2.)".

Key Words: passive sentence “jian(Jl.)V zhi(:2)”; patient subject; pronoun object; double-reference
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