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Milk industry and market in China in the late Qing Dynasty
YANG Zhiyong
(History & Culture College, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Milk industry started from the early 1870s to the 1900s. During this period, there were a lot of domestic
businesses operating milk, many varieties of specialized dairy cows were gradually brought into China, production and
sales of milk became popular in the market, and milk production, supply and marketing chain were formed. But the size
of the milk industry was still relatively small, and technology and equipment were backward. As a result, milk industry
in China did not have the power to compete against foreign milk industry. Foreign milk focused on advertising, and its
sales had continued to grow in the Chinese market. There were two previous quality problems in Chinese milk industry.
First, the phenomenon of milk being mixed with water was very serious. Second, sick cows were milked as usual. But
these problems were even overweighed by the European and American milk industries.

Key Words: late Qing Dynasty; milk industry; milk market; quality problems
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