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The psychological development of the south sect of
Confucianism and the Near-Saint Culture

ZHOU Jihuan, TONG Xiangang
(College of Teacher Education, Quzhou University, Quzhou 324000, China)

Abstract: Believing that it is lucky to live near the Saint, Meng Zi was proud of living close to Confucius’ hometown
Lu, and took such advantage to follow Confucius’ way. This is the origin of the Chinese Near-Saint Culture. In Jianyan
three years (AD 1129), Confucius’ grandson of 48th generation (Kong Duanyou) moved southward to Quzhou, the
south sect of Confucianism. This political event led to a significant cultural event that the Near-Saint Residence was
transferred from Qufu, Shandong to Quzhou, Zhejiang. Hence, the Near-Staint Culture has developed from the narrow
concept of the close in geographical distance to the close in thoughts and culture, the main contents of which consist of
seeing the Saint’s Grandson, visiting the family temple and understanding the south sect of Confucian culture. The
development of the Near-Saint Culture psychology revealed an obvious trend of generalization, virtualization and
symbolization. But, no matter how the forms change, the kernel of inheriting and developing Confucius’ thoughts and
culture will always stay the same. The south sect of Confucianism exerts a deep influence on the Near-Saint Culture,
and also creates a more powerful cultural and psychological motivation to the heritage and development of Confucius’
thoughts and culture.

Key Words: he south sect of Confucianism; living close to Confucius’ hometown; the Near-Saint Culture psychology
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