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From Saint’s creation to artistic items:
“Classic” in ancient Chinese literary works

ZHOU Hangbang
(Art Department, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: “Classic” is a diachronic concept in art history. As far as the classic of ancient Chinese literary works is
concerned, three meanings appeared successively: the ideal “classic” of Saint’s creation, the “classic” of style by
connoisseur, and the “classic” of resource for art works. These meanings convey three different points of views which
were formed respectively in the periods of the Spring and Autumn period to the Han Dynasty, Wei and Jin Dynasty, and
the Tang Dynasty. After the Song and Yuan Dynasty, the resource for art work became dominant and included the other
two. But the Confucian tradition of later generations promoted writing and constant producation, hence cultivating a
trend that was recalling the ideal “classic”’of pre-Qin Dynasty.

Key Words: Art History; Classic; Meaning; Saint; art works
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