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Moments: As an experience of modern spectacle
QIN Hongliang
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: For long, the academic circle has devoted much more to the time consciousness of modernity but much less
to the spectacle time. Thus, moment is often regarded as an experience of modernity rather than that of modern
spectacle. In fact, spectacle is an important representation of modernity, and occupies the central position of modernity
experience. Especially in the present era of visual culture, shock experience of consumptive spectacle, in company with
aestheticism shock and aura of classical painting, conduce to five kinds of moment experience in spectacle aesthetic,
including sensory shock with flows, budding shock in break time, negative shock in transition period, instant and
reverse shock, and reversible traditional aura with fixed attention. It is thus clear that, in comparison with modernity,
spectacle experiences convey more visual moments and more excellent moment poetics.

Key Words: spectacle; moments; shock; aura; Debord; T. J. Clark
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