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From support to embargo: An analysis of
Britain’s positions on France returning to Indochina

JIN Xiaoyong
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Within the period of the World War II and the postwar, the British government maintained its influence on
southeastern Asia through diplomatic ways when the tendency of power declination, decolonization and the Cold War
became apparently interwoven. In the process of France returning to Indochina, the Churchill Coalition government and
Attlee Government gave supports to France at diplomatic and military levels. However, after the outbreak of Indochina
war, Attlee government took arms embargo measures to France as a response to antiwar public opinions that arose in
India and Burma. The adjustment of positions from support to embargo reflected different perspectives and positions
between French government and British government on the issue of Asian nationalism after the war, and also expressed
part of diplomatic efforts that Attlee Government took to sustain the Commonwealth internal unity, and to maintain its
influence on the southeastern Asia regional affairs in the shrinkage of Britain’s postwar plight.

Key Words: Britain; France; Indochina; decolonization
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