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Reinterpretation of Hegel’s self—consciousness and
dialectic of lordship—bondage

XUE Danni
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: It is generally believed that, in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, the dialectic of lordship-bondage and the
material labour held by slaves have significant influence on Marx’s theory of alienated labour. However, by seeking the
true connotation of the content and theoretic significance in the complete experiencing process of consciousness,
including the moments of consciousness, self-consciousness, desire, recognition, struggle unto death, relation between
lordship and bondage as well as universal self-consciousness, spirit and so on, we will then find that contending
over-emphasis on the influence of Hegel’s concepts mentioned above on Marx’s theory of alienated labour is
inappropriate. Rather, it is a kind of excessive Marxist over-reading of Hegel’s philosophy made by humanist or
ontologist. The complete experiencing process of consciousness provides a more objective and coherent perspective for
us to understand this famous chapter in Hegel.

Key Words: Hegel; abstract self-consciousness; particular self-consciousness; universal self-consciousness; self-
sufficiency; dialectic of lordship-bondage
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