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On poetry tranglation in the context of consumption society

XU Zhen, XIONG Hui

(Chinese Modern Poetry Research Institute, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The situation that poetry translation and consumption society goes hand in hand at the present has brought
about some problems as follows. First, the production method of poetry translation has been changed, and as a
consequence, the translatability of poetry has been reconstructed and source language texts have been ignored. Second,
the transmission of translated poems has become diversified so that translated texts have been signified as consumption
goods in various ways. Third, criticism of poetry translation does not rank the aesthetic features of poetry as top priority,
and nonprofessional criticism has taken the discourse advantage to a certain extent. As far as poetry translation is
concerned, the origin of the crisis lies in the encoding rules as well as the modes of semiotic signification in
consumption society. Therefore, consumption society should not mean the doom of poetry translation, and poetry
should return to where it deserves to be so that poetry can hold fast to its intrinsic professionalism and seriousness.
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