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Where will the poetic return journey be:
Poetic inter pretation of the swan goose image in SuShi’s poetry

YANG Jihua
(School of Vocational and Technical Education, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650092, China)

Abstract: The forced floating experience in SuShi’s life formed his self-awareness as a loner in the universe, which
resulted in the frequent appearances of different kinds of swan goose images in his poetry. Among these images, solitary
swan goose best symbolizes SuShi’s individual personality, swan goose leaving paw prints in the snow typically
embodies SuShi’s thoughts that life is but boarding, and swan goose returning home expresses his relatively pure
sentiment of longing for coming home as SusShi experiences and understands that life is a tragic existence. Finally,
SuShi, after undergoing the four stages in his spiritual development of “aspiring, worrying, being tired and attaining
peace,” reaches the transcendence that wherever the heart rests is home, and finds for his self-being the last poetic
dwelling in a three-in-one commixture of transcendental Taoism, creative Confucianism and enduring Buddhism. The
swan goose images in SuShi’s poems not only inherit and develop the multiple cultural implications of swan goose in
Chinese classic poetry before Song Dynasty, but also expose SuShi’s profound pondering and understanding about
himself and life at different stages of his life.

Key Words: the swan goose image; SuShi; poetic interpretation

[4R4E: #A41E]



