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Differentiation and analysis of connotation of
Shuang as a category of ancient poetics

JIANG Zhenhua, WU Yongxu
(College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Shuang is a flexible and sophisticated critical category in Chinese classic poetics. The etymological meaning
of Shuang is “brightness”. In Han Wei Jin Southern and Northern dynasties, Shuang constantly developed in its
meanings, its compound words, scope of use and connotations, which paved the way for Shuang to become a unique
category of poetics. Shuang, as a poetic category, is a synthesis of the aesthetic category about remarking on figures in
the Wei Jin Southern and Northern dynasties and people’s experiences and feelings of things described by Shuang.
Since Liu Xie’s Literary Mind was published, Shuang developed further and matured in mid and late Ming Dynasty
with its relative vocabulary becoming enriched, its category being widely used and its connotations expanding. The
specific connotations of Shuang in the poetic category aimed at the quality of being bright and clear, pure and fresh in
the overall style and multiple levels of works, involving the subjects of literary creation, the linguistic form, the spirit
and emotional content as well as the style of works.

Key Words: Shuang; poetic category; remarking on figures; specific connotation; the subjects of literary creation; the

linguistic form; the spirit and emotional content; the style of works
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