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Theroots of teleology in early Husserlian phenomenol ogy

XU Liwen
(School of Political Science and Law, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou 510090, China)

Abstract: Edmund Husserl talked about phenomenological teleology mainly in his later years of life, but the roots of
teleology had already been contained in his early works. The present essay, by interpreting the two concepts of fulfilling
and protention, illustrates that the teleology has already been included in early Husserl's discussion of the intentionality
and the consciousness of internal time. The dynamic relation between protention and fulfilling indicates that there are
teleological tendencies in intentional epistemology, and that the protentional function of the consciousness of internal
time not only reveals the laws in the construction of consciousness but also infuses the teleology into the entire stream
of consciousness. The manifestations of teleology in early Husserl are not only basis for phenomenological teleology
but also of great importance for understanding the development of Husserlian philosophy.

Key words: Edmund Husserl; teleology; intention; fulfilling; protention
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