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On the possibility of common values:
From thelogical paradox of pluralism

ZHAO Jingbo
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The proposal of common values was far reaching with profound theoretical origins and strong practical
necessity, but the concept was very much likely to bring about ambiguity and misunderstandings with value or cultural
assimilation. Therefore, discussion on the possibility of common values serves as the prerequisite and requirement of
subsequent studies. Starting from the perspective of analyzing the incommensurability of pluralism, the present essay
points out a logical paradox of pluralism. It indicates that pluralism fails to find out he basis and general principle for
making a rational choice among numerous options to resolve the issue of value conflicts. With the tendency of
relativism and subjectivism, pluralism can only resort to the argument of disguised universality for self-justification
within its own theoretical framework. Therefore, the essay puts forward that the degree of value diversity should be
subject to restriction of balance or consistency, and that it is necessary for common values to serve as basis to protect
human survival in order to keep multiple values mutually compatible rather than destructive, hence finding out a
reasonable theoretical support for the possibility of common values.

Key words: common values; universalism; pluralism
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