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(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The introduction of the veil of ignorance into the original position distinguishes Rawls’ theory of social
contract from all traditional ones. Rawls raises three reasons for setting the veil of ignorance: first, because it would
bring about a unanimous social contract; second, because it prevents morally undeserved factors from influencing
people’s life prospect; third, because it helps to realize Kant’s autonomy. However, these three reasons all suffer various
drawbacks. Rawls’s relevant accounts imply that he also has a fourth reason for setting the veil of ignorance: he expects
to produce a perfectly just principle out of the original state as people’s identity is influenced by existing defective
social basic structure; only by introducing the veil of ignorance to screen out such defective information, can the ideal
theory of justice be obtained.
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