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What isthere new in Engels dialectics

GAO Chao

(School of Philosophy and Sociology & Center for Fundamentals of Philosophy,
Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Both Marxist dialectics and Hegelian dialectics accept the basic laws of dialectics, but they differ in

explanations on the source of dialectics, that is, they have different explanations on the relationship among dialectics of

thinking, dialectics of social history, and dialectics of nature. Showing the basic laws in social history is not enough to

establish materialist dialectics. The dialectics of social history should be shown by the dialectics of nature. Engels

shows that dialectical laws are the inherent laws of nature, and the dialectics of nature is the source of all kinds of

dialectics. That is what Engels says that is something new, which is his unique contribution to Marxist dialectics and the

only difference between the materialist dialectics and the idealist dialectics.

Key words: Engels; Marx; Hegel; dialectics of nature; dialectics of social history; dialectics of thinking; materialism;

idealism
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