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Research on modal verbs in “Yaobushi” counterfactual conditionals
ZHANG Min
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: By analyzing the semantics of “yaobushi” counterfactual conditionals, the present essay attempts to discuss
the modal verbs in it. The study draws a conclusion that the consequent part of “yaobushi” counterfactual conditionals
is a kind of modal colligations which could attract and restrict the modal verbs and results in its imbalanced
performance.

Key Words: “yaobushi”; counterfactual conditionals; modality
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