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Oversea dissemination of American books and construction of American
image in the background of Cultural Cold War

HU Tengjiao
(Changsha University, Changsha 410022, China)

Abstract: During the Cold War, because of the need of counter-attacking communism and dispelling “anti-
Americanism” culturally and politically, USA exported a large number of books on the global scale as an endeavor to
build American image characterized as “economic affluence, political democracy, cultural diversity and social vitality.”
With an implicit propaganda against communism, it also contributed to expanding the cultural borders of America,
enhancing cultural construction of American identity and psychological identification.

Key Words: the Cultural Cold War; American books; oversea dissemination; construction of American image
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