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Study of political elite intergenerational derivation
under Chinese cultural background

ZHAO Shusong, WU Shibo
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: On the basis of biographical structure, the research, as the samples of analysis, takes 1372 previous members
of the Central Committee since the Twelfth National Congress of the Communist Party of China to build a political elite
intergenerational evolution state model in China, and to explore the political elite intergenerational evolution rules after
the reform and open policy in China. Findings show that the “investigation-culture” growth mode and the
“three-transformation” rules existed during the political elite intergenerational evolution, which displays a stage
conversion feature. The feature of political elites intergenerational evolution changes from the initial achievements-
of-the-revolution intensive type to the knowledge and technology capital, and ultimately turns to the comprehensive
human capital. The main driving forces of the evolution of political elites are the institutional change, a depth of social
change in transition and the governance reform. The evolution of the political elite has a characteristic of constantly
content enriching transformation.

Key Words: Chinese political elites; intergenerational derivation; Central Committee; institutional change; social

transformation
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