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The practical predicaments and solutions:
On the victims’ participation in public-prosecuting criminal cases

YUAN Xiaowen

(Intermediate People’s Court of Yueyang City, Yueyang 414000, China)

Abstract: It is justifiable for theorists to advocate protecting victims’ rights, but numerous predicaments arise in
practice in protecting them by enhancing victims’ participation in public-prosecuting criminal cases. Predicaments
include insurmountable contradictions between victims’ desires and the aim of public-prosecuting criminal cases, the
unbearable burdens of public hearing, the victims’ contradictory roles difficult to solve, and the victims’ identities hard
to identify. These problems are caused by the double functions of the public-prosecuting criminal cases and
simplification of cognition of victims. The solutions to these problems lie in improving incidental civil action and
judicial relief system. Purifying the functions of the public-prosecuting criminal cases must be based on full protection
of the victims’ rights, perfection of affiliated civilian lawsuits and judicial relief system so as as to protect effectively
the victims’ rights, and the reasonable control of the victims’ participation in public-prosecuting criminal cases.

Key Words: public-prosecuting criminal cases; victims’ participation; function of criminal trial; control of participation
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