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Das Kapital from the perspective of Historicism
LIU Xiongwei
(College of Literature, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Classical Historicism, although rejecting widespread rational enlightenment and emphasizing the special
nature and values of the individual, is still of the ontological metaphysics in that it believes that history is a meaningful
process and that the meaning is related to God. But with the decay of aura in the world and the loss of historical essence,
classical Historicism inevitably falls into the history of nihilism. Many modern thinkers attempt to restart the “natural”
concept of ancient Greece to overcome the crisis of Historicism, but it has been inadvertently caught up in endless
debate between Historicism and Naturalism. The new ideological principles of Das Kapital in the perspective of
Historicism not only disorganizes the collapse of the abstract rationality of the Enlightenment and the political economy
of metaphysical thinking, but also indicates a feasible road for human liberation on the basis of clarifying the historical
nature of human life. Examining Das Kapital from the perspective of Historicism is of great significance not only for
refining the theory of Historicism positive achievements, but also for in-depth study of Das Kapital.

Key Words: Historicism; rationalism; Das Kapital, metaphysics; human liberation
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