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Marx’s sublation of liberal justice theory and
its contemporary enlightenment

CHEN Fei
(Marxist Theory Teaching & Research Institution, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, China)

Abstract: The theory of liberal justice was the intellectual premise of Marx's consideration over justice, in which he
both affirmed the historical progress and criticized its historical limitations of the theory of liberal justice. On the one
hand, relative to the rank and privilege system in pre-modern society, relative to the penetration and intervention of
political power in private life, the principle of equal rights which is the theoretical basis of liberal justice reflected the
great progress of human history; On the other hand, the principle of equal rights of liberalism only means justice
formally or legally rather than essentially, and as an important argument, it supported and intensified substantial
injustice of capitalist society. Marx’s attitude towards liberal justice has important enlightenment to the contemporary
Chinese. On the one hand, it equally protects the fundamental rights of every individual. On the other hand, too much
income disparity it inevitably brings about in a market economy should be disclosed so that we can gradually advance
to the substantive justice through the design of the system and specific measures.

Key Words: liberalism; right; formal justice; substantial justice
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