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On the time concept in Nabokov’s Lotita
ZHANG Nengquan, PAN Lifeng

(Chinese Department of Hunan University of Science and Engineering, Yongzhou 425100, China;
Foreign Language Department of Hunan University of Science and Engineering, Yongzhou 425100, China)

Abstract: The unique concept of time in Lolita is the performance of the postmodern characteristics. The authors use
Derrida’s deconstructional theory and Bakhtin’s carnival theory to explain the theme of Lolita and reveal that this novel
contains at least three time elements: dreaming, foolish playing and obsessing. Nabokov built the novel’s theme as
missing in the time and demanded his fracture time to possess the modern sense. He went farther than the other writers
in the narrative way and structive model.
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