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Sounds of nature and free travel:
Aesthetics of Chuang Tzu’s “hearing through Qi”

SHI Jiancheng
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: As Chuang Tzu’s cultivation effort, “xin zhai” is just the logical basis of hearing through Qi and the
subjective negation to fulfill “the Tour of Qi within the Universe.” Chuang Tzu inherits Qi’s original meaning and
upgrades its functions for the individual, the society and the nature. He puts forward “Overall Qi under Heaven” which
realizes the vertical and horizontal interconnection of Qi. On this basis, Chuang Tzu elaborates “hearing through Qi,”
which dialectically unites “hearing with ear” and “hearing with mind” and embodies the thought of sounds of nature.
Hearing through Qi breaks down the barrier between being alive and Taoist ontology and offers rules for “free travel.”
The authentic person who hears through Qi is integrated with Taoism with which to face the world.

Key Words: Chuang Tzu; hearing through Qi; ear; mind; Tao; the authentic person
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