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A study on metalinguistic awareness of Tibetan students
in Third Language Acquisition

LI Zengyin

(School of Foreign Languages, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China;
Foreign Languages Department, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810008, China)

Abstract: Based on such four theories as Threshold Hypothesis, the present essay, in the framework of Third Language
Acquisition, conducts a comprehensive empirical research on metalinguistic awareness at phonological, lexical,
syntactic and pragmatic levels among Tibetan monolingual and bilingual students who have learned English. The result
shows that there exists a general trend that monolingual, dominant bilingual and balanced bilingual Tibetan students
have improved their metalinguistic awareness with the increase and development of subjects’ number of languages
learned, language levels and ages. However, the independent variables play quite different roles and their phonological,
lexical, syntactic and pragmatic awareness present different status and developmental features. The findings of the
research may provide certain useful implications for trilingual education and research in ethnic minority areas of China.

Key Words: Tibetan students; Third Language Acquisition; metalinguistic awareness
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