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The spread of chewing the betel nut in the Six Dynasties:
From “exotic products” into “Wu customs”

GUO Shuo
(Department Of History, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: As a kind of exotic products, the betel nut had seldom been seen in the society before the Han Dynasty. This
custom was spread to China during the times from Wu Dynasty to Jin Dynasty. Since the Liu-Song Dynasty, the habit of
chewing betel nut had been prevailing over the whole Southern areas. In the end of the Northern and Southern
Dynasties, chewing betel nut became a typical phenomenon of “Wu customs”, and was widely imitated among the
northerners. The “exotic products” represented by the betel nut be recognized by the aristocracies as symbolic emblems
of their stratification by the book transmission and the literati writing, hence obsessed with cultural value in the
resulting significance.

Key Words: betel nut; exotic products; Wu customs; spread
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Research on the structure of deputies to the NPC
and the choice of its status

XU Lixiang, HUANG Li
(School of Sociology and Political Science, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Broad representation of deputies to NPC is directly related to the realization of the people’s democratic rights
and the superiority of the people’s congress system. But at the present, in some areas, especially at the basic level of
people’s congress election, there exist some unreasonable phenomena as the imbalance in the structure of deputies
because of the deputies’ multiple or even fake identities. The unreasonable phenomenon of the choice of deputies’
status has damaged the democracy and representativeness of deputies’ election of NPC, harmful not only to the
optimization of the structure but also to the healthy growth of NPC. To eliminate the problem of irrational status choice,
we need to handle correctly the relationship between representativeness and democracy in the election of deputies to the
people’s congress, to understand rightly the difference between the deputy to the NPC and the elite, to enhance the
enthusiasm of voters to participate in elections, to respect the rights of the candidates recommended by the voters jointly,
and to perfect the information disclosure system.

Key Words: deputy to the NPC; the structure of deputies; the choice of deputies’ status; representativeness; democracy
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