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The spreading and influence of Kotoku
Shusui’s Erasing Christ in the modern China

LI Changyin
(Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250199, China)

Abstract: Kotoku Shusui’s Erasing Christ is a book of battle for antheism With Zhu Zhixin’s introduction and Liu
Wendian’s translation, the book exerted immeasurable influence on the Anti-Christian movement. If we turn the
research angle from the Anti-Christian movement to that of ancient history, it is not difficult to find that the theory of
genitals’s worship in the book provided a new perspective for many scholars in the Republic of China, including Qian
Xuantong, Zhou Yutong and Guo Moruo. From this perspective, Erasing Christ is well worth being considered one
“famous Chinese translations of the world.”

Key Words: Kotoku Shusui; Erasing Christ; the Anti-Christian movement; the research of ancient history
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