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“Image” in “Image”: The visual representation
and construction of information graphic

LIAO Hongyong
(College of Communication and Design, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: The “Big Data” in medium is not a simple sign of technique. When the “Big Data” evolved as a recounting
measure in the form of information graphic, its journey of textuality began. In the logical relationship of
“Big-data-image,” the accurate narrative of the information graphic became a marvelous spectacle in the culture of
“image as the major cause,” whose visuality is practically not only a representation of the Object, but also a
construction of the Subject. The visual representation and construction of information graphic should be a process
which is gradually established on the correlation of data and “the real.” This process is not a purely technical
proposition, nor a visual design, but a way of mining and understanding the data. Under the postmodern perspective, the
“representation” lets the infographic practice visible and knowable, and the “construction” renders such a new medium
form practicable and shapeable. The “representation” and “construction” are not two completely different “visual” ways.
Only by combining both of them, can we deeply understand the “Big Data” in medium and infographics as a visual
practice.

Key Words: Information graphic; visual representation; visual construction
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