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“Kantian Writing” of the contemporary Chinese intellectuals:
On Yan Zhen’s novel Beyond Living

LIU Zemin, GUO Hua
(The College of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Beyong Living is an intellectual enlightenment novel with strong realism, which, by describing the state of
life of such contemporary Chinese intellectuals as Nie Zhiyuan, displays the spiritual hesitation and value insistance of
a generation in face of the conflict between the ideal and the reality, or conscience and utility. By setting group image of
cultural heroes, the novel is attempting to conduct a profound analysis into Kant's question of what and how to live
from three major layers, that is, returning to things themselves, writing the identity and image of the intellectuals, and
exploring the characters’ world of value in binary opposition. Moreover, Yan Zhen realizes breakthroughs in the plot
and language.

Key Words: Yan Zhen; Beyond Living; Nie Zhiyuan; utilitarianism; intellectual; conscience
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