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The ethical basis of humanitarian intervention
KE Wenxiul, ZENG Rong

(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
Military Department, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, China)

Abstract: Humanitarian Intervention is usually discussed as an exception to the nonintervention principle. According to
this principle, one state is forbidden to exercise his authority, let alone to use force, within the jurisdiction of other states.
It is difficult to find scant support of humanitarian interference in modern international law. However, there are such
older traditions as natural law, Christianity and cosmopolitanism, according to which the use of force is justified not
only in self-defense but also to punish the wrong and to protect the innocent. The reason that natural
law, Christianity and cosmopolitanism defend for humanitarian intervention lies in that they all contain the thought of
universality of human rights, relativity of sovereignty, and unity of international community.

Key Words: humanitarian intervention; ethical basis; natural justice; love of neighbor; universal morality
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