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On Kant’s doctrine of synthesis: Understanding
“transcendental deduction” from the aspect of “spontaneity”

TANG Hongguang

(College of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Kant’s doctrine of synthesis is a theory about activity of mind. The B-Deduction places the greatest of

emphasis on mind’s spontaneity in synthesis than A-Deduction, so “spontaneity” supplies a new view of point for

understanding synthesis. Synthesis is an act of imagination or apperception, about which the interpretation of

psychology in general is irrational; B-Deduction introduces the term “combination” which is also the act of synthesis,

but it makes the doctrine of synthesis simpler in the process of the argument than A-Deduction. At last, the notion of

“combination” urges Kant to make new explanation of the relation between imagination and apperception, and the

doctrine of synthesis relies on the tension between imagination and understanding eventually.

Key Words: doctrine of synthesis; activity of mind; spontaneity; combination; imagination; apperception;

understanding
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