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Poetic theory in Cai Shu Tang Selection of Ancient Verse
seen from emotional phrase structures

ZHANG Wei

(Institute of Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences,
Chong Qing University, Chongqing 400044, China)

Abstract: Cai Shu Tang Selection of Ancient Verse was a poetry anthology of Pre-Tang dynasty, selected and
commented by Chen Zuoming. Its core is the relationship between emotions and phrases. Chen Zuoming believes that
good poetry should be based on emotions with appropriate expressions. His “emotions” are the empathy and general
feeling which can assimilate the Other, and should be expressed subtly and tactfully. He believes that although everyone
has emotions, but only the sensitive and quick-minded genius can express such empathy. He emphasizes diction,
claiming that poetic diction should be elegant, that its elegance lies mainly in the form of the poetic language with
nothing to do with the content that Confucianism stresses, and that all the philosophy and essence of poetry lie in such
elegance. Chen Zuoming, mainly deriving his poetic ideas from Liu Xie, adopts the strategic compromise to reconcile
the poetic genres in the late Ming dynasty, intending to enable novices to master methodology to compose good poetry.
Key Words: Chen Zuo Ming; Cai Shu Tang Selection of Ancient Verse; emotional phrase structures
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