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On significance of the methodology in
Guan Zhui Bian * Mao Shi Zheng Yi * Husband in Army

WANG Renen
(School of Humanities, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Husband in Army is a poem about a wife at home who missed her husband while he had to take long service
and could not come home. Gu Yan-wu believed that the poem aimed “to ridicule people who did not know that they
should stop even when the bell rang and the water clock dripped off .” Mr. Qian Zhong-shu, however, was acute to find
that Gu’s comment on the poem “meant to satirize and take advantage of the subject to get policy”, and that Gu was
actually affected by the chaotic social reality of late Ming and early Qing, hence pointing at one yet abusing another.
Husband in Army was the beginning of the image of “dusk arousing sorrow” in the ancient poetry. Wang An-shi failed
to recognize the dusk image established in Husband in Army, or to understand the origin of Huang Fu-ran’s “dusk
arousing spring sorrow,” changing Huang Fu-ran’s verse line at will. Wang Shi-zhen, who did not know the origin of
Huang Fu-ran’s verse either, echoed Wang An-shi, viewed swelling as fat, and compiled it into seven-word poems on
poetry review. Guan Zhui Bian made pertinent and convincing criticism, hence leaving splendid methodology on
reading and research to later generations.

Key Words: Husband in Army; academic case; refute; Guan Zhui Bian; Qian Zhong-shu
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