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On effectiveness of International Law
of China constructing Mischief Reef in South China Sea

HUANG Yan
(International Law Faculty, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: China has sovereignty over South China Sea islands including Mischief Reef in terms of historical evidence,
international treaty evidence, and effective autonomy evidence. It falls within accretion in customary International Law
for China to construct Mischief Reef. Meanwhile, Mischief Reef after the construction is of island construction, and
should not be applicably restrained by the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea. China's construction in Mischief
Reef is the exercise of sovereignty, the legitimacy of which can not be denied when the Philippines submits the issue of
South China Sea for arbitration.

Key Words: South China Sea; Mischief Reef, island construction; effectiveness of International Law
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