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Chisholm’s theory of Mereological Essentialism
Z0U Zhiyong, LI Sizhen

(Culture Study Center of Wuling Mountain Area, Tongren College, Tongren 554300, China;
Philosophy Department, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Roderick Chisholm’s theory of Meterological Essentialism claims that if anything is a part of a whole, then it
is a part of that whole as long as that whole exists, that the whole possesses the part in every possible world in which the
whole exists, and that the parts of an object are essential to that object. He argues that we must distinguish between a
proper part in a strict philosophical sense and an improper part in a looser ordinary sense. The loss of a proper part will
cause an object to change its identity, whilst the identity of an object will be maintained with the loss of an improper
part. This theory is useful in dealing with puzzles such as that of the ship of Theseus, in which we ask whether an object
maintains its identity after each of its parts is successively replaced.
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