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Hegel’s critique at the subjectivity of Kant’s philosophy
WU Xiaojie
(Department of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Hegel regards Kant’s transcendental philosophy as subjective idealism, which does not mean that Hegel is
denying the objective validity of Kant’s cognitive category because Kant has changed the connotation of objectivity.
What Hegel is opposed to is that thinking is examined in the subjective way or objective way. To illustrate the
objectivity of thinking, Kant makes “being” merely meaningful to “knowing” so that discussion of “being” as object
equals that of subjectivity, and that the absolute unity of “being” is lost. What Hegel attempts to solve is the unity of
thinking and “being” in the epistemological sense, but also in the ontological sense. He shares with Kant that “being” is
of conceptual character, but transforms Kant’s category into concepts of objective reason. “Being” is taken as a
self-conceptualizing whole, and concept develops itself into an absolute whole in its determination of “being”. In this
conceptual totality, the distinction of subject and object is superseded, and the determination of “being” is the very
determination of reason itself.

Key Words: Hegel; Kant; transcendental philosophy; “being”; subjectivity; objectivity; concept; reason; whole
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