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“Sein” as copula in the construction of Hegel’s logic system

LIU Meng

(School of Humanities, Tsinghua University, Peking 100084, China)

Abstract: “Sein” as copula plays an important role in the construction of Hegel’s logic system. With early drafts and

dictates of Hegel, we learn that “Sein” is through the construction of the whole logic system. And the dialectical

structure, which Hegel used by structuring the logic system of categories, initially comes from “Sein” as copula, namely

the subject-predicate structure. However, concerning the process of thought, “Sein” “Dasein” as well as “es ist”, dealt

firstly with the subject-predicate structure, then with other further grammatical deformations. “Sein” as copula is the

first logical starting point of Hegel’s dialectic thinking, and compared with the Chinese translation of “Cun Zai (You)”,

Chinese translation of “Shi” will be more helpful to understanding Hegel’s logic.

Key Words: Hegel; Sein; copula; being; dialectic thinking
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