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Imitation and experiment: Yao Yuanchu’s short story creation
SUN Chao

(Department of Literature and Media, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201701, China;
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241, China)

Abstract: As a journalist novelist, in order to adapt to the modern carrier of newspapers and periodicals and in order to
satisfy the “Xing Wei” reading requirements in Early Republic of China which were more and more modern and diverse,
Yao Yuanchu made multi-approach exploration in short story creation. His short stories not only inherited the “Qi Wei”
style of Tang novels with both history and poetry, but learned from certain foreign narrative techniques. He combined
with the reader’s reading interest, and consciously undertook reform and experiment so that some novels could bring
out the remarkable characteristics of modernity, which can be considered as the prelude to modern short story. Yao
Yuanchu’s creative practice vigorously promotes the modern transformation of short story.

Key Words: Yao Yuanchu; imitation; experiment; short story
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