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Interpretation of space and group analysis of change in Chang’an
legendary novel creation in Tang dynasty

WANG Wei
(College of Liberal Arts, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract: Imperial examinations taken in Chang’an of Tang dynasty was the most important cultural event, which not
only dominated the fashions and trends of the time, but also helped push the emergence of novels about the motif of
“prostitutes.” The newly-arising gentry group constituted not only the main force in creating and transmitting novels of
Tang dynasty but also the backbone of the reading groups. Chang’an culture groups, whether by blood, by marriage, by
industry, or by schooling, comprise novel creation group, hence keeping close proximity. The space layout of Chang’an
city exerted important influence on construction of collection of materials, setting of plots and background of narratives.
Hence, the images of Chang’an culture in novels of Tang dynasty presented distinctive characteristics for different
historical phrases.

Key Words: Chang’an culture; novels in Tang dynasty; cultural cast; creation change



