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Two paths to overcoming the modernity alienation:
Marx and Arendt

LI Yang
(Marxism and Contemporary Development Research Center, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Marx and Arendt are the strong critics of modernity alienation. Marx stands on the position of “all mankind,”
pointing out that the modernity alienation is man’s alienation in the rule of “capital logic,” and we must change the
capitalist relations of production through the Communist movement to overcome it. Arendt stands on the position of
“elite,” believing that modernity alienation is “world alienation” because “labor liberation” leads to action decline, and
she requires to “return to political life” through the revolution and council system. In comparison, Marx's approach is
more profound.

Key Words: modernity alienation; capital logic; political action; production relations; political life
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