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Deliberative Systems: Deliberative Democracy at the Large

A dilemma between scientization and
democratization of decision making and its solution:
An analysis based on the knowledge division of the expert and citizen

SUN Qiufen
(School of Government Administration, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: In the process of making public policy nowadays, scientization and democratization have been hanged
together to be one, but behind the superficial consistence, there exists a dilemma between them that scientization and
democratization cannot be achieved at the same time. On the one hand, the specialization and complexity of the social
problems and the decision-making process require scientization. On the other hand, expert-oriented decision-making
would lead to destruction of the spirit of democratization. The account of knowledge division of labor claims that the
general public should grasp the knowledge of the goals that the society desires to pursue, and experts grasp the
knowledge of the means of achieving these goals. This is not only to bring the public knowledge and culture into the
public policy, but also to constrain the function of the experts at the level of the means to serve the citizens. To a large
extent, this can help experts and citizens go together to determine the process of public policy, and at last the
relationship between scientization and democratization of decision-making can be balanced.

Key Words: the knowledge division of labor; decision making; scientization; democratization
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