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On household registration differentials of
urban-rural workers’ labor rights in China

LI Xiaofei
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Differentiation of urban-rural workers in Chinese labor market has always been a heated issue in the
academia. Based on the survey data of “Chang-Zhu-Tan City Group” in 2015 and adopting relevant econometric model,
the present essay introduces two proxy variables which represent unobservable elements, analyzes the influences of
dual attributes of household registration system that are the type of registration and place of registration on labor rights.
The findings of this empirical study demonstrate that without the influence of proxy variables, the dual attributes both
have remarkable impacts on labor rights. Compared with urban registered workers, rural registered workers have many
disadvantages in various aspects of labor rights, while ecdemic urban registered workers, compared with local urban
registered workers, are also at their disadvantage. Therefore, the household registration system reform in the future will
need to bridge not only the division of the urban and the rural in labor market, but also the differentiation between the
local and ecdemic.

Key Words: registration differentials; labor right; urban labor; rural labor; division of local and ecdemic
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