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On classification of privacy infringement action:
An empirical analysis of privacy cases in China

LI Xujian
(School of Law, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Privacy theory and legislation are lagging behind the development of the times with variability of the concept
of “privacy,” and inducing cases can help grasp the rights in holders’ claim more “timely.” By analyzing the existing
privacy cases, the present essay classifies infringement action to regulate the judges’ judgment standards, which can
improve the accuracy and efficiency of activist judges and can also provide reference to building privacy system in the
future. The present essay, by collecting privacy cases in “Bei Da Fa Bao” database, extracting the factors that affect the
verdict, and making orderly use of contingency table test and ordinal logistic regression in analyzing the influencing
factors and the outcome, concludes that the privacy violation contents and the diffusion range are associated with the
verdict, and that their influence on the verdict can be accurately obtained in proportion to the degree and relevant
direction. This provides guarantee and basis to classification of privacy infringement action. Finally, the present study
evaluates respectively the OR value of ordinal logistic regression analysis, and classifies privacy infringement action
into four levels on the basis of fully considering the restriction rules of the privacy regulations.

Key Words: privacy; classification; ordinal logistic regression; contingency table; infringement action
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