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Public responsibility of the court in judicial reform:
Connotation and framework

XIE Xiaojian
(Faculty of Law, Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics, Nanchang 330032, China)

Abstract: Public responsibility of the court means that the court shall independently exercise their functions and
powers according to law and fully realize the expectations of the social public and of democracy, bear the adverse
consequences without prejudice to the premise of judicial independence, and on the basis of its traditional legal
responsibility join the social responsibility of the court of satisfying the needs of society, its political responsibility for
the power organs as well as its public responsibility which emphasizes enthusiasm and result-orientation. Responsive
judicial responsibility theory, reflection of legal realism on “logic syllogism," public policy and its political functions of
the court have all challenged the premise of judicial independence so that public responsibility must be taken into
consideration. In our current judicial reform, the public responsibility of the court should be brought in to construct
reasonably the political responsibility of the court, to supervise whether the court is exercising its rights actively to
respond to the society, and at the same time to regulate its responsibility mechanism, to better ensure judicial
independence in exercising its functions and powers and to improve the judicial credibility.

Key Words: the court; legal responsibility; public responsibility; judicial independence; the judicial and political
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