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Logical reconstruction of theological personality:
Analysis of Hegel to Marx’s critique of religious clues

ZHANG Tianyi
(College of Marxism, Northeast Dianli University, Jilin 132000, China)

Abstract: Since the onset of the Enlightenment, the western theological-political issues have become increasingly
prominent, and in the historical context of political drastic changes caused by philosophical ideas, people needed to
reflect on the judgment that Marxist critique at religion had ended. In following thoughts from Hegel to Marx, what
kind of theoretical premise does religious critique provide for political critique? Through the debate over the
“speculative theist,” Hegel criticized the practice of viewing theological personality as the spiritual basis of public
politics. Instead, he advocates creating ethical personality in social relations. Young Hegelians, as ideological successors,
strengthen religious personalism at different theoretical levels and its specific self-concept in the political field. Among
them, Strauss emphasizes the vital role of public faith in building widespread religious awareness, and hence deduces
the concept of “class” which represents the highest ethical entity on behalf of mankind. Feuerbach regards “class” as the
essence of freedom of personality, hoping to uphold man's subjectivity to its maximum by converting theology to
human ontology. For Marx, all previous religious criticisms provide the ground for political criticism in that realization
of free personality, rather than relying on religious awareness and moral teachings, needs to go deep into the
self-interest spirit among the members of civil society to seek brand-new political strategies of abandoning private
ownership and capitalist alienation.

Key Words: personality; theology; religion; rationality; class
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