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On contact-induced sequential effect: A case study
of Chinese classifier Chai

ZHU Yanhong

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Contact-induced language change is complicated and sequential, and the emergence of Chinese plural suffix
Men and classifier “Chai (%) are exactly a succession of results of language contact between Chinese and Altai
languages. Under the influence of Altai languages “Men (fi1)” was generated through grammatical replication in
Chinese and then exerted great influence on “Chai(f)”. As a result, the usage of classifier “Chai(f7)” came into being.
Moreover, another special usage of “Chai(fff)” may also have something to do with Altai languages.

Key Words: language contact; language change; classifier “Chai(f7)”; plural suffix “Men(11)”; cross-language
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